PROBLEM 6.1
KNOWN: Temperature distribution at X, in laminar thermal boundary layer.

FIND: (a) Whether plate is being heated or cooled, (b) Temperature distributions at two other X
locations. Locations of largest and smallest heat fluxes, (c) Temperature distribution at X, for lower
and higher free stream velocities. Which velocity condition causes the largest heat flux.
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ASSUMPTIONS: (1) Steady-state conditions, (2) Laminar, incompressible flow.

ANALYSIS: (a) Since the sketch indicates that the free stream temperature is greater than the
surface temperature, the plate is being heated by the fluid. This is consistent with the fact that the
surface heat flux in the positive y-direction is given by Eq. 6.3:
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From the sketch, the temperature gradient is positive, therefore the heat flux is negative. The heat

transfer is in the negative y-direction, the plate is being heated by the fluid. <

(b) At every location in the boundary layer, the temperature must vary from T; at the surface to T, in
the free stream. This change must occur within the thermal boundary layer thickness, as shown in the
sketch below.

T,
T, T,
TOO
// / ;
e

f— X1 — ‘

Xy ‘

X3

Continued...



PROBLEM 6.1 (Cont.)

The magnitude of the heat flux is proportional to the temperature gradient at the surface, T / 6y|y:0 ,

which is shown schematically as a dashed line. The temperature gradient is steeper (larger) at X,
where the thermal boundary layer is thinner and less steep (smaller) at X3 where the thermal boundary

layer is thicker. Therefore, the magnitude of the local heat flux is largest at X; and smallest at X;. <

(c) As the free stream velocity increases the boundary layer becomes thinner. Sketches for a low and
high free stream velocity are shown below.
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Low freestream velocity case.
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High freestream velocity case.

The temperature gradient, shown as the dashed line, is steeper for the higher free stream velocity case.

Therefore the higher free stream velocity case has the higher convective heat flux. <

COMMENTS: It is important to understand how the temperature gradient at the surface varies as the
thickness of the boundary layer changes.



